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plant, and limits on mercury in the Springs Utilities’ Colorado Discharge Permit System. 
Operation of the Colorado Springs’ wastewater treatment systems is governed by a 
permit issued by the Colorado Health Department. The permit limits the quantity of 
pollutants that the wastewater system can receive and remove. In 1999, chemists at 
Springs Utilities used a method that measured mercury at levels of 200 PPT. 

 
Springs Utilities’ Laboratory randomly tests wastewater entering the plant four times in 
one month to develop an average for mercury concentration discharged into Fountain 
Creek. 

 
In 2001, an improved mercury testing method was published and lapproved by the EPA.  
The new testing method is 100 times more sensitive than what was used in 1999. Springs 
Utilities must comply with the new testing requirement which stipulates a limit of 11 PPT 
by April, 2006 

IV. What are the next steps? 
IPP will develop a policy and program to reduce mercury discharge in our wastewater 
system. Through surveys and public outreach, IPP will create a policy that: 

• Increases the wastewater treatment plant influent and effluent monitoring process 
• Uses more sensitive analytical methods to detect mercury at lower concentrations than in 

the past 
• Develops a mercury control strategy within IPP. 

Feb. 2, 2006  Springs Utilities will meet with the Colorado Springs Dental Society and  
form an advisory group to review policies and procedures to control 
mercury. 
Begin drafting a policies and procedures manual to control mercury. 

July 2006  Implement the mercury control program. 
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V. Who do I contact for more information? 
Contact Industrial Pretreatment Supervisor Bill Giannetto at 668-4497, or Gail Conners, 
Issues Manager, at 668-8012. 
 
Glossary: 
Amalgam: Silver filling: 49 percent mercury; 35 percent silver; nine percent tin; 6 

percent copper; one percent zinc.  
Effluent:  Wastewater--treated or untreated--that flows out of a treatment plant, 

sewer, or industrial outfall. Generally refers to wastes discharged into 
surface waters. 

Influent: Water, wastewater, or other liquid flowing into a reservoir, basin, or 
treatment plant. 

MAHL: Maximum Allowable Headworks Loading, which is the daily allowable 
amount of pollutants that can enter the wastewater treatment plant and not 
overload the system.  

Mercury (Hg): Heavy metal that can accumulate in the environment and is highly toxic if 
breathed or swallowed.  

Pass-through: Pass through is a term for pollutants entering a wastewater treatment 
facility which are not efficiently removed, which can be released through 
our effluent, thus violating the discharge permit limit.   

PPT: Parts per trillion – a unit of measurement used to explain the concentration 
of contaminants or pollutants, in water, land or air. 
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MWH
I considered “severe” anything that received an “A” response code

MWH
Consider: Contact Project Manager, Jon Newby (668-5619) for detailed information or Gail Conners (668-8012) for general information.
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