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Snowpack in the Arkansas River 
Basin is 97% of normal

Source: NRCS31 of 58
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Snowpack in the Colorado River 
Basin is 134% of normal

Source: NRCS32 of 58
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2023 Demands
March
• Averaged 42.4 MGD
• 3.4% more than March 2022

• This includes delivery to FVA 
partners during scheduled 
outage

2023 Year to Date
• Averaging 43.0 MGD, 3.9 BG total

o 5.7% more than 2022
o 0.20 Billion Gallons more than 

2022

Northfield Reservoir
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Water Outlook
• Situation outlook summary

• System-wide storage is at 72% of capacity, slightly below our long-term average 
• About 2.6 years of demand in storage, based on the past 3 years of demand
• Have 259 days of demand in local storage

• Three-month outlook predicts 
• Higher chances for above-average temperatures across much of southern 

Colorado
• Higher chances of below-average precipitation across most of southern Colorado

• We continue to monitor snowpack, demand and storage to maximize available 
water supply
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Electric Cost Adjustment
Gas Cost Adjustment

Scott Shirola, Pricing-Rates Manager
April 19, 2023
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Natural Gas Prices as of April 1, 2023
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ECA Projections April 2023
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GCA Projections April 2023
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Board Memo Agenda Item 
Staff Report 

April 19, 2023    

Discussion 

Colorado Springs Utilities has identified three substations that are severely space 
constrained and no longer located at ideal points on the grid to accommodate future 
demand. The Central Bluffs Substation Project will replace these three aging 
substations with one facility to improve system reliability, resiliency and efficiency. 
Additionally, it will provide for long-term operation and maintenance savings.   
 
As part of the project, Springs Utilities has identified a site for the new substation.  
There are seven parcels that need to be acquired to accommodate the new 
substation. Springs Utilities is requesting the Utilities Board forward a resolution to City 
Council to request approval to purchase 2922 Austin Bluffs Parkway.   
 
To date, Springs Utilities has purchased four parcels, two have signed contracts, and 
for the remaining parcel, staff is continuing to negotiate with the property owner..   
 

 

ITEMS SUBMITTED AFTER THE DEADLINE WILL BE POSTPONED UNTIL THE NEXT UTILITIES BOARD MEETING. 

Jessica Davis 

Systems Planning and Projects / 
Technology and Facility Project Mngt. 

Email address: jedavis@csu.org 

Date submitted: 

Date:   

To:   Utilities Board 

April 7, 2023 

Travas Deal, Chief Executive Officer From:   

Subject:   Acquisition of Real Property to be Used for the Central Bluffs Substation Project 

Desired Action:   

SPG Staff Use Only: 

NARRATIVE: 

Executive Summary: 

Consent Calendar 

Board Policy: 

The total acquisition amount of $516,450 for 2922 Austin Bluffs Parkway  

 

Cost/Budget: 

ITEM NO.    8 

Affected Parties: 

Alternatives: 

Submitter: 

Division/ 
Department: 

Yes No 

Springs Utilities conducted neighborhood meetings on July 20 and Oct. 18, 2022 to inform the 
surrounding neighborhood about the project. Springs Utilities has sent out mailers to all of the 
properties within a one-mile radius of the project site. Staff has met with and had regular 
communication with property owners impacted by the Central Bluffs Substation Project and will 
continue to communicate with stakeholders on a regular basis. The Utilities Board has been 
briefed on the proposed acquisition of the property. In addition, negotiations with property 
owners are conducted in accordance with the Real Estate Services (RES) Manual, and all 
applicable laws. 

 
N/A   

Benefits: Colorado Springs Utilities is modernizing the electric grid for sustainability, system 
resiliency and reliability. 

Phone number: 719-668-7581 

X 

N/A   
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Jessica Davis
Land Resource Manager

April 19, 2023

A Resolution Authorizing the Acquisition of Real Property 
to be Used for the Central Bluffs Substation Project
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Central Bluffs 
Substation Project
• Replacement of three 

aging substations
• Long-term Operations and 

Maintenance (O&M) 
savings

• Ensure reliability of 
system

• Safety upgrades
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Vicinity Map
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Central Bluffs 
Substation Site

• 7 Properties
• Commercial

• 2910 Austin Bluffs Pkwy
• 2914 Austin Bluffs Pkwy
• 2918 Austin Bluff Pkwy
• 2930 Austin Bluffs Pkwy

• Residential
• 4002 Goldenrod Drive
• 4006 Goldenrod Drive 

• Vacant Land
• 2922 Austin Bluffs Pkwy
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Property – 2922 Austin Bluffs Parkway

• TSN: 6327206052
• Owner: Richard W. Holland
• Appraisal: $469,500
• Request approval for purchase price of $516,450
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Colorado Springs Utilities 6

Action Requested

• Request resolution be placed on the May 9, 2023 formal City 
Council agenda for consideration.
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RESOLUTION NO. ________ - 23 
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF REAL 
PROPERTY OWNED BY RICHARD W HOLLAND TO BE USED 
FOR THE CENTRAL BLUFFS SUBSTATION PROJECT 

 
WHEREAS, certain real property owned by Richard W. Holland (“Property Owner”) which 

is located at 2922 Austin Bluffs Parkway, Colorado Springs, Colorado, also known as El Paso 
County Tax Schedule Number 6327206052 in the records of the El Paso County Clerk and 
Recorder, El Paso County, Colorado, (the “Property”), has been identified as necessary for the 
Central Bluffs Substation Relocation Project (“Project”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Colorado Springs on behalf of Colorado Springs Utilities (“Utilities”) 

desires to purchase and the Property Owner desires to sell the Property to the City for a purchase 
price of $516,450; and 

 
WHEREAS, the $516,450 purchase price for the Property is supported by a real estate 

appraisal conducted by an independent real estate appraiser; and 
 
WHEREAS, the acquisition of the Property is in the public interest and is necessary for 

the Project; and  
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to sections 4.1 and 9.6 of The City of Colorado Springs Procedure 

Manual for the Acquisition and Disposition of Real Property Interests, Revised 2021 (“Real Estate 
Manual”), City Council approval is required for acquisition of real property interests if the purchase 
price exceeds $100,000; and   

 
WHEREAS, Utilities requests the approval of City Council to purchase the Property for a 

purchase price of $516,450. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

COLORADO SPRINGS: 
 
Section 1. That the City Council finds the acquisition of the Property to be in 

compliance with the Real Estate Manual, the City Charter, City Code, and all other applicable 

laws. 

Section 2. That in accord with the Real Estate Manual, the City Council hereby 

authorizes the acquisition of the Property for the purchase price of $516,450. 

Section 3. That the City’s Real Estate Services Manager is authorized to execute all 

documents necessary to complete the acquisition of the Property as contemplated herein.  

 

DATED at Colorado Springs, Colorado, this ______ day of _______________, 2023. 
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ATTEST:      ____________________________  
       Council President 
 
 
____________________________  
Sarah B. Johnson, City Clerk  
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Board Memo Agenda Item 
Staff Report 

April 19, 2023 

Approval 

At its first regular meeting on or after the third Tuesday in April of each odd-numbered 
year, and biennially thereafter, the Utilities Board shall elect one of its members as 
Chair of the Utilities Board.  The officers of the Utilities Board are the Chair, Vice Chair 
and Secretary. The Chair of the Utilities Board shall be elected by and from the 
members of the Utilities Board. The Chair of the Utilities Board shall have a voice and 
vote in the Utilities Board’s proceedings. The Chair of the Utilities Board shall be 
recognized as leader of the Utilities Board. The Utilities Board will select the Utilities 
Board member to serve as Chair of the Utilities Board by majority vote. 

The City Council serves as the Board of Directors of Colorado Springs Utilities 
pursuant to Section 6-40 (a) of the City Charter.   

The authority of the Utilities Board is set forth in Part 1 of Chapter 12 of the Code of 
the City of Colorado Springs. 

ITEMS SUBMITTED AFTER THE DEADLINE WILL BE POSTPONED UNTIL THE NEXT UTILITIES BOARD MEETING. 

Natalie Watts 

Administrative and Human Resources Division/ 
Strategic Planning and Governance 

Email address: nwatts@csu.org 

Date submitted: 

Date:   

To:   Utilities Board 

March 29, 2023  

Travas Deal, Chief Executive Officer From:   

Subject:   Utilities Board Chair Election 

Desired Action:   

SPG Staff Use Only: 

NARRATIVE: 

Executive Summary: 

Consent Calendar 

Board Policy: The Utilities Board Chair’s role is described in the Utilities Board Bylaws.  Terms of 
office for the Utilities Board Chair shall be two years. The Chief Executive Officer 
serves as Secretary to the Utilities Board. 

Cost/Budget: 

ITEM NO.    9 

N/A 

Affected Parties: 

Alternatives: 

Submitter:   

Division/ 
Department: 

Yes No 

Residents of Colorado Springs and Springs Utilities employees 

N/A 

Benefits: Organize and administer the Utilities Board meetings 

Phone number: 719-668-3827 

X 
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Board Memo Agenda Item 
Staff Report 

April 19, 2023 

Approval 

At its first regular meeting on or after the third Tuesday in April of each odd-numbered 
year, and biennially thereafter, the Utilities Board shall elect one of its members as 
Chair and Vice Chair of the Utilities Board. The officers of the Utilities Board are the 
Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary. The Vice Chair of the Utilities Board shall be elected 
by and from the members of the Utilities Board. The Vice Chair of the Utilities Board 
shall have a voice and vote in the Utilities Board’s proceedings. The Vice Chair of the 
Utilities Board shall chair meetings of the Utilities Board in the Chair’s absence. The 
Utilities Board will select the Utilities Board Member to serve as Vice Chair of the 
Utilities Board by majority vote. 
 
The City Council serves as the Board of Directors of Colorado Springs Utilities 
pursuant to Section 6-40 (a) of the City Charter. 
 
The authority of the Utilities Board is set forth in Part 1 of Chapter 12 of the Code of 
the City of Colorado Springs. 

ITEMS SUBMITTED AFTER THE DEADLINE WILL BE POSTPONED UNTIL THE NEXT UTILITIES BOARD MEETING. 

Natalie Watts 

Administrative and Human Resources Division/ 
Strategic Planning and Governance 

Email address: nwatts@csu.org 

Date submitted: 

Date:   

To:   Utilities Board 

March 29, 2023  

Travas Deal, Chief Executive Officer From:   

Subject:   Utilities Board Vice Chair Election 

Desired Action:   

SPG Staff Use Only: 

NARRATIVE: 

Executive Summary: 

Consent Calendar 

Board Policy: The Utilities Board Vice Chair’s role is described in the Utilities Board Bylaws. Terms 
of office for the Utilities Board Chair and Vice Chair shall be two years. The Chief 
Executive Officer serves as Secretary to the Utilities Board. 

Cost/Budget: 

ITEM NO.   10 

N/A 

Affected Parties: 

Alternatives: 

Submitter:   

Division/ 
Department: 

Yes No 

Residents of Colorado Springs and Springs Utilities employees 

N/A 

Benefits: Organize and administer the Utilities Board meetings 

Phone number: 719-668-3827 

X 
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